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About EDL

EDL Office

Doctoral Program in
Sustainable Environmental
Studies, Graduate School of
Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of
Tsukuba

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305-8572

Natural Science Bldg. B202
TEL / FAX : 029-853-4958
E-mail :
edlep@envr.tsukuba.ac.jp
URL:
http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/
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This program has been
conducted with the support
of the Special Coordination
Funds for Promoting Science
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II Minamata Internship

The Minamata Internship was held December 2-5, 2010.
Japan is an "advanced country” that has experienced
severe environmental degradation. Minamata disease,
which occurred in Minamata, Kumamoto Prefecture, has
been referred to as the beginning of “Kougai” (public
hazards) in Japan. What Japanese people have learned
from their experiences with Minamata disease can
influence developing countries that are now striving for
economic development.

Participants in this internship were able to not only
measure the methyl mercury content in hair at the
National Institute of Minamata Disease but they also
met a patient with Minamata disease so that they could
learn the links between environmental protection,
economic development and health problems of
communities.

After visiting Minamata, participants visited the Aso
area to learn how local people used grasslands in
mountainous areas, and how their activities related to
the conservation of the area’s biodiversity. Kumamoto is
a very important area to the EDL program, in that

environmental problems related to water, biodiversity
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and public health (the three main topics of the EDL

program), can be found there.

In the coming year, topics such as the history of
Minamata disease, the ecosystems in the Aso area, and
the groundwater flow system of Kumamoto city will be
included in classroom education to make field trips more

fruitful to students.

A Vietnamese student who measures the methyl mercury
content in his hair
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Direct dialogue between a Minamata Disease patient and
EDL students
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II Report1: EDL Special Lectures | “Meet the Leaders”

EDL Special Lectures offer students an opportunity to talk with preeminent
researchers and policy makers. On November 19, 2010, Professor Hiroshi Sato
(Environmental Health Sciences, Tohoku University Graduate School of
Medicine) was invited to be a guest speaker for the 3rd EDL Special Lecture.
This lecture, combined with the Minamata internship, was intended to give
students preliminary knowledge of how methyl mercury causes human health
problems. He explained that causalities are not uniform by pointing out
varying examples; such as Minamata disease, in which local people had been
heavily exposed to methyl mercury, and the Faroe Island case, in which people
experienced light exposures.

Professor Yves Charbit (Director of Population and Development Center, Paris
Descartes University), guest speaker at the 4th EDL special lecture, gave a
lecture entitled “The explosion of world population: towards the end?” He
talked about world demographic changes, and how the changes were deeply
related to social infrastructure such as hospitals, traffic networks, and
education systems. This lecture was so highly interactive that some EDL
students were able to give the latest demographic information about their
home countries.

Dr. Kunihiko Hirabayashi (Representative, UNICEF Tokyo Office), a guest
speaker at the 5th EDL special lecture, gave a lecture titled “Thinking about
environmental issues for children with ‘Equity’ lens.” He mentioned, based on

his work experiences, that an environmental leader should have certain
qualifications, including integrity, a high commitment to their affiliated
organization’s mission, and an introspective mind for improvement. He also
sent the students the message that an environmental leader who can
persistently persuade national leaders to take appropriate measures to solve
environmental problems can save millions of lives. This message is also
important to the EDL education program.

EDL Special Lecture: Prof. Yves Charbit

II Report 2: EDL Special Lectures 1l (PCM Workshop)

EDL organized a participatory class for Project Cycle Management (PCM) with

the collaboration of Mr. Masahiro Ohseko (PCM Tokyo) and his assistant Ms.
Yasuko Hayashi. PCM is a method for planning for local environmental
problems through active dialogues between stakeholders. In this trial class,
EDL students assumed the roles of stakeholders and discussed the assigned
task, “how to stop the excessive use of water resources”. Through this lecture,
the students studied practical problems that are likely to occur, such as the
coordination of stakeholders with differing opinions, or planning under the
constraints of budget and time.

II Report 3: EDL Annual Symposium

Discussion at Project Cycle Management Workshop

The EDL annual symposium was held on February 18, 2011, with three special
guests; Dr. Koujun Yamashita (Program Officer, Special Coordination Funds for
Promoting Science and Technology, Japan Science and Technology Agency), Mr.
Yasushi Taguchi (Director, Environment and Energy Division, Research and
Development Bureau, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, Japan) and Mr. Youhei Kusuhara (Deputy Director, Environment
and Energy Division, Research and Development Bureau, Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan). The aim of this
symposium was to review EDL activities in 2010 and to seek improvements for
the coming year. A poster session was organized as a part of this symposium,
and students had an active discussion with the special guests and professors.
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Discussion at Poster Session in EDL Annual Symposium
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Upcoming events

SEOFE Upcoming events
20115448 April 2011

AZHAYVABKLUELHEDLERES T AN Admission guidance for new students and selection of new EDL students
2011458 May 2011

Publication of recruitment announcements and application details
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EDL Collaborative Professors

Kazuo Watanabe, Professor / g M3 zm/ gvsevs-B
Director-International Student Center TR ASBENSHEN  BETEREYS— /

Affiliation: Graduate School of Life and Environmental Bty —

Suences_, Gene Research Center & _ ERHE: BYEES. N\AFF 4 TOTY—
International Student Center, University of
Tsukuba

Specialty Fields: Plant Genetics and Biodiplomacy Xyt—Y: FAETHIROBRZTFOFL LD

Message: “Let’s protect the greenery on the Earth.”

Nobuhiko Nomura, Associate Professor | Ef#f HRFE smum
Affiliation: Graduate School of Life and Environmental . £HBERZHER

Sciences, University of Tsukuba ERISE SR MEY S
Specialty Fields: Applied Microbiology

Message: LEARN FROM THE MICROBES Ay =Y HEYPHSZI

EDL Staffblog http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/jp/blog/wp/
BHSE
News
B REZEZIFFULRE! B Award from the President of the University of Tsukuba

AEWHHETIOIS AOERLEERS B BRI M The Graduate School of Life and Environmental Sciences was presented an

ERICESTEVNEEE FFTWNDE LT ASSE &N X award.by the President of Univer.sity of Tsukuba, for developir_19 English
educational programs that foster highly competent students. EDL is a part of

ENEREPBERENG U EDLDZO—EABOFELIT. these programs.
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