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About EDL

EDL Office

Doctoral Program in
Sustainable Environmental
Studies, Graduate School of
Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of
Tsukuba

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305-8572

Natural Science Bldg. B206
TEL / FAX : 029-853-4958
E-mail :
edlep@envr.tsukuba.ac.jp
URL :
http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/

This program has been
conducted with the support of
the Strategic Funds for Promotion
of Science and Technology by
MEXT.
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The Environmental Diplomatic Leadership
education program (EDL program) organizes a
domestic internship every year. This year,
Nagasaki and Kumamoto prefectures were
selected as visiting places because their local
environmental problems were deeply related to
the three main fields of the EDL program; water,
bio-diversity and public health. For example, EDL
candidates deepened their understanding of the
conflict between bio-diversity conservation and a
reclamation project in Isahaya-bay, Nagasaki
prefecture. Next, they moved to Minamata city,
Kumamoto prefecture, where a severe public
health problem was brought about by corporate
activity. They interviewed a Minamata disease
patient to learn about the negative aspects of
rapid economic development. Lastly, they visited
Kumamoto city, Kumamoto prefecture where
700,000 residents depend on groundwater for
their domestic water supply and to study how the
groundwater was recharged and used.

During this internship, a joint international
symposium “GelK-EDL-APIEL Joint International
Symposium -Integrated Approach to
Environmental Challenges in Asia-" was organized
by the University of Tsukuba, Kumamoto
University, and the University of Tokyo, which
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Domestic Internship

were promoting an “international environmental
leaders training program” funded by the Japan
Science and Technology Agency. Students from
each university gave oral presentations during the
symposium and three students, including Mr. Jie
Zhang (the University of Tsukuba), were given "the
best presentation award”. Then a joint excursion
on groundwater management was held in the
Kumamoto area to strengthen the human
networks of the three universities. These joint
activities were our first attempt and could become
a useful precedent in the international
environmental leaders training program. We are
going to seek further collaborations to create new
methods in environmental education.
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Report 1. The 13th EDL special lecture
Dr. Koichiro Matsuura, Former Director-General of UNESCO

“Humanity and Civilizations”

EDL conducted in international internship in France and Tunisia in July, 2011. During this tour, EDL
candidates visited the headquarters of UNESCO in Paris to gain a first-hand experience of
environmental diplomacy. Two month after that, EDL invited the former director-general of UNESCO as
a guest speaker at the 13th EDL special lecture. In his lecture, he mentioned that the rise and fall of
civilizations partly depended on how people could cope with the social challenges they faced. Based
on this notion, he asserted that we urgently needed to tackle 8 big challenges; population, cultural
diversity, bio-diversity, global warming, water shortage, energy, food supply, and sustainability. EDL
candidates then asked questions about the projection of those global environmental problems and
possible countermeasures. Moreover, some students asked what joys and hardships he experienced
during his diplomatic career. Through such active discussions, the EDL candidates could feel what
elements environmental diplomacy contained.

II Report 2. The 14th EDL special lecture

Dr. Kiyoko IKEGAMI, the director of the Tokyo Office, United Nations Population Fund

“Population and the Environment - A Growing Problem in a Shrinking World -

Population problems are big social issues that lie at the heart of environmental problems. It is said the world population reached more
than 7 billion in October, 2011. On October 28, 2011, Dr. Kiyoko lkegami gave a lecture entitled “Population and the Environment - A
Growing Problem in a Shrinking World -" at the 14th EDL special lecture. In this lecture, she pointed out the importance of having dual
viewpoints toward the population problem; a macro perspective to grasp the global population as a whole, and a micro perspective to
understand the value judgments and traditions of individuals. She also mentioned that the population problem was deeply related to the
food supply problem and the fair distribution of foods remains to be achieved. Moreover, she introduced an example that an increasing
population sometimes puts pressures on forests and grasslands which provoke severe environmental problems. Her presentation was so
interesting that an active discussion began between Dr. Ikegami and EDL students. For example, relevant questions were raised regarding
future projection of the world population. In addition, some Chinese students gave her up-to-date information on the one-child policy in
China.

II Report 3. The 15th EDL special lecture

Professor Francois Dabis, Institute of Public Health, Bordeaux University, France

“AIDS as a global issue - current state in the world and future perspective -”

AIDS is still a global concern. On November 10, 2011, we invited Professor Francois Dabis (Institute
of Public Health, Epidemiology and Development, Bordeaux University, France) as a guest speaker for
the 15th EDL special lecture. He gave the EDL students a lecture on the history, current situation, and
countermeasures against the AIDS problem. In his lecture, he explained how the number of AIDS
patients had changed since its discovery in the 1980's with a variety of statistical data. In addition,
he pointed out that some social factors such as limited access to hospital and expensive prescriptions
hindered effective solutions. His opinion that AIDS is not only a medical matter but also a
socio-economic problem was very impressive for the EDL students who were interested in
multi-disciplinary research. This lecture was so interactive that an active discussion ensued between
EDL students and Professor Dabis on collection methods of statistical data and the geographical
distribution of patients.

II Report 4. The 16th EDL special lecture

Professor Shunji MATSUOKA Graduate School of Asia-pacific Studies, Waseda University

“Global Sustainability and International Environmental Cooperation”

If environmental problems are mainly brought about by human activities, its solution also depends on human activities. Although there
are many approaches to environmental protection, enhancing human capacity and establishing effective institutions play the key role.
Financial assistance from developed countries is indispensible for developing countries to promote such a policy. On November 24, 2011,
we invited Professor Shunji Matsuoka (Graduate School of Asia-pacific Studies, Waseda University) as a guest speaker for the 16th EDL
special lecture where he gave a lecture on the international environmental cooperation of Japan with special reference to the Official
Development Aid (ODA). In the lecture, he explained why human capacity and institutions were necessary for sustainable development
and talked about the history of the Japanese government’s ODA in the field of environmental protection. Then, he took “EANET: Acid
Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia” as an example of ODA and explained how these activities were conducted. Relevant
questions were later raised by EDL students on the basic strategy of the Japanese government’s environmental cooperation, the reason
why ODA was not provided free of charge, and what needed to be done to promote efficient financial aid.
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EDL Collaborative Professor

Forthcoming Events

20th January EDL Seminar
(Lecturer: Prof. Mitsuo ICHIKAWA, Professor Emeritus of
Kyoto University, Director of Japan Monkey Centre)
26th-27th January Presentation of Master's theses
15th-16th February EDL Seminar
(Lecturer: Prof. Joseph R. Desjardin, College of St. Benedict
and St. John's University, USA)
17th February EDL Annual Symposium
23rd March Commencement ceremony for graduate schoool
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M The EDL program has launched an EDL Writing Service Center for
EDL students since 14th November, 2011. There are two proofreaders,
one from Canada and another from Australia. The EDL writing center
offers proofreading of materials written in English such as thesis,
research papers, presentation materials, and class reports, etc.

BMr. Zhang Jie, who is a doctoral student of EDL program made an
oral presentation at GelK -EDL -APIEL Joint International Symposium
on November 30, 2011 at Kumamoto University. He has received a
best presentation award.

MOn 2nd and 3rd December, 2011, we invited Mr. Masahiro Oseko
and Ms. Yoshiko Takahashi from the PCM Tokyo office and held a
PCM workshop.

MOn December 8, 2011, Professor Endo took part in a meeting on
environmental leadership education program and introduced activities
of EDL program and exchanged information with other faculty staffs
of other universities.
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Admission for 2012

Admission examination 3rd February (Master’s Program in Environmental Sciences)

3rd February (Doctoral Program in Environmental Studies)

Admission Approval Announcement: 16th February
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