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About EDL

EDL Office

Doctoral Program in
Sustainable Environmental
Studies, Graduate School of
Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of
Tsukuba

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305-8572

Natural Science Bldg. B206
TEL / FAX : 029-853-4958
E-mail :
edlep@envr.tsukuba.ac.jp
URL:
http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/

This program has been
conducted with the support of
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On February 17, 2012, the Environmental
Diplomatic Leadership Education Program (herein
after EDL) annual symposium was held at the
University of Tsukuba, inviting distinguished
guests such as Professor Joseph DeJardins
(Department of Philosophy, College of St. Benedict
and St. John’s University), Mr. Toshihide Fukui
(Director for Environmental Science and
Technology, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, Japan) and Professor
Yutaka Tsujinaka (Vice President, University of
Tsukuba). This symposium had three purposes;
first, to reflect on the activities in this fiscal year
and find out what should be done in the next year,
second, to give EDL students an opportunity to
present their academic achievements to each
other, and third, to examine whether their
scientific research satisfies the criteria for an EDL
certificate.

In the morning session, the EDL teaching staff
gave oral presentations on the educational
activities in 2011 and the results of the students’
questionnaire. The results showed that EDL
students were generally satisfied with the EDL
education program. However, some students
proposed that practical solutions for
environmental problems should be stressed more
in the EDL program and others demanded that
preliminary education should be done in order to
make the internships more fruitful. In the
afternoon session, oral and poster sessions were
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held and the EDL students took part in active
discussions there. At the end of the symposium,
Professor Joseph Delardins, a member of the
external evaluation committee of EDL, mentioned
how environmental education should be
expanded in the future. He suggested the
importance of teaching the relationships among
science, policy and ethics. Moreover, he pointed
out that a teaching method that focuses on
“learning a community,” that is, on-site education,
was really meaningful if we are trying to teach
students the complexity of real environmental
problems.

After the symposium, a farewell party was held.
At the party, the best performance award was
announced, and the best poster awards were
given to three studens; Ms. Zhao Yingxin, Mr. Anis
Chekirbane, Mr. Wataru Yamada and the oral
presentation award to Mr. Binbin Ni. Pictures of
our past events here were shown on the screen in
such a way that the party was full of a friendly
atmosphere.
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Report 1. The 17th EDL Special Lecture
Mr. Masahiro Oseko, PCM Tokyo and Ms. Yoshiko Takahashi, Y's consulting office

“Project Cycle Management”

On December 2nd to 3rd, 2011, a lecture on Project Cycle Management (PCM) was conducted with the help of invited lecturers; Mr.
Masahiro Oseko (PCM Tokyo) and Ms. Yoshiko Takahashi (Y’s consulting office). PCM is a planning method for social problems. Its
function is to promote dialogue between local people as stakeholders and help them to find the causes and solutions for the social
problems they are facing.

In the PCM lecture, a hypothetical topic, “how to tackle the urban waste problem”, was given to the EDL students. They divided
themselves into three groups; an industrial waste group, a domestic waste group, and a liquid waste group, and then discussed how to
solve those problems respectively. Then, beginning with the specifications of the stakeholders and an analysis on the causes of excessive
waste, a final policy goal and a means to achieve the end and a method of project evaluation
were discussed in each group to create policy proposals to solve urban waste problems.

For example, the domestic waste group proposed that the technique of garbage collection and
the locations of garbage boxes should be key factors to improve the garbage collection systems.
Moreover, they paid attention not only to waste problem itself but also the other related factors
such as road conditions and pointed out that transportation infrastructures need to be enhanced
to realize the efficient collection of the waste. At the end of the lecture, each group showed
their proposals and had a discussion about them. Through this activity, the EDL students could
learn practical problems in policy making such as coordination between stakeholders and
making decisions under the constraints of time and budget.

Report 2. The 18th EDL Special Lecture
Prof. Mitsuo Ichikawa, Professor emeritus of Kyoto Univeristy, Director of Japan Monkey Centre

“Conservation of Tropical Rain Forests and Indigenous Peoples in Africa”

Forest conservation may be good for the global environment, but it may also do harm to local people who have traditionally used the
forest. How can we reconcile forest conservation with the local people’s welfare? This question implies natural conservation is easier said
than done.

In the 18th EDL special lecture on January 20, 2012, Dr. Mitsuo Ichikawa (Professor emeritus of Kyoto University, Director of Japan
Monkey Centre) gave a lecture on the relationship between the conservation of tropical rain forests and the indigenous peoples of Africa.
First, the daily lives of the Pygmy people and their utilization of the forests were introduced with a variety of pictures taken through field
work. He then pointed out that the issue of conservation of the tropical rain forests and the indigenous peoples were related to big
incidents in international arena such as the Rio Summit of 1992, the Stern Review of 2006 and the UN Declaration for the Rights of
Indigenous People of 2007. Based on this recognition, he proposed that not only the forest itself, but various services stemming from the
forest, such as food, medicine, and wood fiber, should be utilized in order to reconcile forest
conservation with the local people’s welfare.

Relevant questions were then raised by the EDL students such as the definition of “indigenous
peoples”. He answered that the term “indigenous peoples” should be defined so as to include a
viewpoint of their social status. Moreover, he maintained a concept of conservation with
sustainable use was more important and practical than one of preservation, because the latter
often connoted a total ban on forest utilization. His speech was stimulating, especially to the
EDL students who were engaged in the study of forest management.

Report 3. The 20th EDL Special Lecture
Prof. Joseph DesJardins, Vice Provost and Academic Dean, Professor-Department of Philosophy, College of St.
Benedict and St. John's Univerist

“Environmental Ethics - Sustainability and Ethics "

Needless to say, scientific technologies can play a big role in solving environmental problems, but a knowledge of ethics and morals is
indispensible to make better use of those technologies. This viewpoint is very important to the
EDL program because the majority of students study the natural sciences.

On February 15 and 16, 2012, Professor Joseph Delardins of the College of St. Benedict and St.
John's University was invited as a guest speaker for
the 20th EDL special lecture “Environmental Ethics - Sustainability and Ethics.” He is a famous
researcher of environmental ethics and his textbook has already been translated and published
even in Japan. He gave a series of lectures on environmental ethics and dealt with a variety of
topics such as the limits of market, animal rights, land ethics, deep ecology, eco-feminism,
environmental justice, and sustainability. Despite of a long journey to Japan, he had developed
very stimulating lectures for the EDL students. Moreover, he exibited so many educational
techniques in his class that EDL professors could learn a lot from his lecture style as well.
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EDL Collaborative Professor

Isao INOUE Professor

Sciences, University of Tsukuba
Specialized Field: Phycology

Affiliation: Graduate School of Life and Environmental
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The EDL Program was given a 'S’ (program exceeded original
expectations) evaluation in the mid-program appraisal by MEXT. We
greatly appreciate the commitment, efforts and enthusiasm of all
professors, lecturers, staff, students and anyone contributing to the
EDL program which led to this favorable outcome.

Professor Maki Tsujimura, the leader of the EDL Program, received
a 2011 'Best Faculty Member’ award by the president of the
University of Tsukuba. It was determined that he contributed very
positively not only to the Graduate School of Life and
Environmental Sciences but also to the university as a whole in

promoting education programs in English.

April 2011; Admission guidance for new students and selection of new EDL
students

May 2011; Publication of recruitment announcements and application details

EDL Staffblog

http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/jp/blog/wp/
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