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About EDL

EDL Office

Doctoral Program in
Sustainable Environmental
Studies, Graduate School of
Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of
Tsukuba

1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba,
Ibaraki 305-8572

Natural Science Bldg. B206
TEL / FAX : 029-853-4958
E-mail :
edlep@envr.tsukuba.ac.jp
URL :
http://edl.envr.tsukuba.ac.jp/

This program has been
conducted with the support
of the Strategic Funds for
Promotion of Science and
Technology by MEXT.
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II Kenya Internship

The EDL Kenya Internship was held between July 8th
and 21st 2012. This internship focused on two major
environmental problems in Africa: urbanization related
environmental problems and nature conservation.
During the internship, the EDL students worked
hard to examine the current situation in Kenya,
understand the daily reality of life for local people,
and learn directly from specialists who are dealing
with these problems.

The first half of the internship was held in Nairobi,
the capital city of Kenya. First we had a lecture on
slum and waste problems of Nairobi city given by
a scientist from Jomo Kenyatta University. Students
then visited Karula forest which is the only
remaining forested area in Nairobi city. We learnt
not only how Nobel Peace Prize winner Dr.
Wangari Maathai spent her lifetime to protect this
forest from developers, but also other efforts
made by international diplomacy and local NGOs
towards forest conservation. Finally, we visited a
local slum near the forest. Although the living
conditions are extremely difficult in the slum, our
students were greatly impressed by the reciprocal
relationships and efforts that local residents make
to improve their lives.

The second half of the internship was led by KWS
(Kenya Wildlife Service) scientists and held at the
Amboseli National Park. The Park is regarded as a
biological hotspot of the Kilimanjaro ecosystem,
and a key tourism income resource of Kenya.
However, local residents suffer serious damage to
their farms and livestock caused by wildlife. Here,
the EDL students learnt both the difficulty of
negotiation among different stakeholders, and the
importance of community-based conservation.
Finally, before leaving for Japan, we held a workshop
at the JSPS Research Centre in Nairobi. Each EDL
student gave a presentation on one specific topic
he/she learnt from this internship. All presentations
were highly regarded by the Kenyan researchers.

Visiting a local slum to study urbanization and waste problems
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Report 1: Vietnam Internship

EDL conducted the Vietnam Internship during August 5-12, 2012. The
participants deepened their understanding of the diverse interactions
between environment and health through visiting local sites related
to various challenges in water resources management, biodiversity
conservation and public health which are the three main focal areas
of EDL education.

In Hanoi, the internship group visited wastewater treatment plants in
the Thang Long Industrial Park and the city center, and had a series of
briefing lectures on infectious diseases and environmental impacts on
health, and the nationwide health care system building project
supported by JICA, at the WHO Vietnam Office and Bach Mai Hospital
respectively. In Nha Trang, they observed the current situation of
biodiversity conservation in marine protected areas, and also visited
the Pasteur Institute to learn its scientific role in the country’s public
health policies. With support from the Hue University of Agriculture
and Forestry (HUAF), the internship group conducted a survey in
Quang Loi Commune, Tam Giang Lagoon, Hue on the impacts of the
aquaculture industry on the water resources of the lagoon and
community-based development of alternative industries. The internship
group and the HUAF Faculty of Fisheries held an international seminar
to share research findings and plans through presentations and
discussions by HUAF faculty members and internship participants.

From 28 July to 4 August, the EDL program organized a Mongolian
internship as a part of its international internship program. Students
participating in this internship program came from several different
countries, including Vietnam, China, and Japan. This setting helped to
broaden the students’ perspective on environmental problems.

Using a hilltop as a vantage point, students saw with their own eyes
the impact of air pollution covering Ulaanbaatar city (UB) and they
confirmed the flow of river as a source of water supply for UB. At the
Museum of Natural History they also learnt about native flora and
fauna present in the national reserve. Furthermore, they learnt about
the current situation of municipal solid waste at a landfill site in UB
supported by JICA.

At Eldev coalmine in Dornogobi Province south eastern Mongolia,
they learnt about the relationship between the coal mining industry
and environmental problems. Further south at Ikh Nartiin Chuluu
national reserve and surrounding area, they learnt about wild fauna
and flora, the current situation of livestock farming and water
resources, ecotourism, and heritage sites. On the way back to UB,
they stopped at a ground water site established together with a
sanitarium, and reviewed the ground water effects on human life.

As a result of active recruitment, 10 new members (7 Masters, and 3
Doctoral students) have joined the EDL program. These students are
from various backgrounds. They include two from China, two from
Mongolia, four from Vietnam, one from Indonesia, and one from
Bangladesh. They were invited to join the program after successfully
passing rigid oral examinations given by EDL professors.

They all have been granted scholarships; Japanese Grant Aid for

Report 2: Mongolia Internship

Report 3: New members

During the internship, EDL held a reunion seminar in Hanoi on August
7. A total of 25 participants including EDL alumni and current students
(JDS scholarship fellows) gathered to attend a special lecture by Ms.
Ha, the Director General of the International Cooperation Department,
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, and to renew
friendships and networks as environmental diplomatic leaders.
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A series of briefing lectures by health and medical specialists in WHO Vietnam
Office in Hanoi

After the site inspection, students gave presentations about lessons
learnt during the internship, and in return received many comments
from Mongolian researchers which made the internship a more
productive and positive experience.

Learning mining development and related environmental problems

Human Resource Development Scholarship, from the Japan
International Cooperation Agency or other scholarships from their
own governments through in country screening.

The EDL program will focus on providing these students with the skills
and abilities necessary to be a future leader in the environmental
field.
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Report 4 : EDL Graduates / EDL €74

On July 24, 2012, six students who were enrolled in the Environmental
Diplomatic Leader Education Program (the EDL program) were awarded
Master's degrees (Environmental Sciences) and an “Environmental
Diplomatic Leader Certificate” by Dr. Yutaka Tsujinaka, Vice president
of the University of Tsukuba on behalf of Dr. Nobuhiro Yamada,
President of the University of Tsukuba.

These six students devoted themselves to activities within the EDL
program and obtained excellent marks. We hope they can practice
the skills gained through the EDL Program and achieve future
success. These students are potential partners in future collaborative
efforts and, with their assistance, the EDL program plans to create
and strengthen the “Tsukuba Environmental Diplomatic Leaders
International Consortium” which aims to improve academic
cooperation in the future.

EOL T4
EDL Almuni

2012FE7824B8.6 2DR2ENRRKRZEBIETT70OV
FavoU—4—00SA(EDLZOTSL)EETL.ZO
IS LDHBEFETHZUBEFER (RIETEPEFER)
KD 1ELS (BERIR) CEDUE TN B S ENT=.6 2DE
THEDOHRERT VI RE2EY - EMFIBEE. OF
BIEEIE, Tk UROEBARE  EDLOE S8 (CRhE
LD S, B (Chi=dHDTH o7,

EBETERF WIThER2ERVUATOTSLADZTECER(C
IROEH BEREEEE LU EDLTOYSATE /-4
HEHDCREBL. SEBOISRDEREHMEFLIEVFe.In
SELULEBTEZBNDOIRE L. DKERET OV
FTavOU—S—EERIVY -V PLARYRND—D%ES5(C5E
ﬂ./l lJkal\o

Nguyen Van Tra

Graduated in July, 2011
Affiliation: Cityneon Vietnam Company Limited
Project Manager

Message: I'm Tra Nguyen, an ex-student from
the EDL program. It's my pleasure to share
some experiences and feelings from my time as
an EDL student. | think that I'm a lucky guy to
have had the golden chance to be one of the
first EDL students. Perhaps, everyone knows
that urbanization is not new and has been
undertaken in developed countries. In a
developing country like Vietnam, extensive
urbanization is taking place however policy

makers and planners cannot control it because of a lack of practical
experience and their general vision in urban planning.

In two years, | learnt how to do research and acquired a broad
background in environmental issues that impact directly on human life
such as waste water, air pollution, waste disposal, land use changes, etc.
From this experience | gained a comprehensive view of environmental
issues, especially in my major, urban planning. | now know the impact of
urban development on the environment and vice versa.

Study in Japan was my dream. There, | not only experienced daily life
together with my Japanese friends but also accumulated much
knowledge and experience in academic research. Thanks to studying in
Tsukuba and the EDL program, | got a good job in my country. In my
work for an international company I'm able to use the research
methodology | learnt in Tsukuba for real work. | believe that all of you
also have the same idea as me.
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Forthcoming Events

October

25  EDL Seminar (Lecturer: Dr. Sarantuyaa Zandaryaa, UNESCO)

November
15  EDL Seminar (Lecturer: Ms. Yuri Ito, Hitachi, Ltd.)
21-25 Minamata Unit Programme 2012
26-29 Domestic Internship (Nagasaki-Kumamoto)
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