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University of Tiukuba

The Minamata Unit Program, a joint initiative of
international environmental leader training programs
from 5 universities, was held from November 21 to
25, 2012. This was an on-site training, gathering
students who were from Asia, Africa, South America
and Japan. This training included a stay in Minamata
City and focused on the intense study of Minamata
disease from all perspectives. Participating universities
were represented by: EDL at the University of Tsukuba,
APIEL at the University of Tokyo, EAESTP at Kyushu
University, SUW at the University of Kitakyushu, GelK
at the University of Kumamoto. In total 29 students
from 16 countries and 14 staff and faculty
participated. This joint program began last year and
EDL students from the University of Tsukuba
participated for the first time in 2012. Participants
of our University consisted of 5 students from
Vietnam, Mongolia, China, Indonesia and Nepal and
one faculty member, Prof. Wakasugi.

Minamata disease is known as the first severe
health disaster that humans faced in history which
was induced through environmental pollution. The
main focus of this training was to guide students to
realize that Minamata disease has not been
eradicated and that there are still ongoing issues
despite 56 years having passed since patients with
the disease were officially recognized in 1956.

We visited Goshonoura Island on the opposite shore

Minamata Unit Program 2012
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of Shiranuikai where many unrecognized patients
with Minamata disease still live. We listened to
three different patients/patient support organizations
as well as local government officials from the Ministry
of Environment and Kumamoto prefecture. We were
also given some lectures by people currently
involved with Minamata disease in the field of
media, medical care, environmental engineering etc.
These were all valuable opportunities. Furthermore,
each group of 5-6 students discussed the core
problem ‘Minamata disease issue has not ended yet’
spending the afternoon and evening of the last 2 days
to analyze this using Project Cycle Management. It
was an unforgettable and significant experience for
us to focus only on Minamata disease, as well as to
have meals, sleep, and undertake other daily activities
with students from different universities/countries
for the five day period.
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Report 1: Domestic Internship 2012

From 26 to 29 November, the EDL program organized a domestic
internship in Kumamoto and Nagasaki prefectures. 16 students
participating in the internship came from several countries, including
Vietnam, China, Mongolia, Nepal, Indonesia, and Bangladesh. This year,
we covered two main fields of the EDL program; bio-diversity and public
health. In addition, we introduced new topics such as waste
management and recycling, local revitalization, the positive and negative
side of economic growth, and the tragedy of war and the atomic bomb.
In Minamata city, Kumamoto, we learned about the Eco-town project as an
example of the push by city government for local revitalization of areas that
were affected by Minamata disease and the development of an ecological
city. We interviewed a patient affected by Minamata to learn about the
negative aspects of rapid economic growth. After that, we measured
mercury density in students’ hair, and learned about the latest research
trends on the impact of mercury on the environment and human health.

In Shimabara city, Nagasaki, we interviewed members of a fisherman’s
union and NGO about the impact of a reclamation project, and visited
reclaimed land in neighboring Isahaya city. Later,we interviewed city
officers connected with the reclamation project and agricultural land
development. From interviews to both sides, we learned the difficulties of

The 6th Tsukuba 3E Forum Meeting was held at the Tsukuba International
Congress Center on December 3 and 4. It has been organized annually by
the Tsukuba 3E Forum Committee and the University of Tsukuba; in
cooperation with Tsukuba City and Cabinet Office, Government of Japan
since 2007. This forum is also sponsored by National Institute for
Environmental Studies, National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science
and Technology, Ibaraki prefectural government, Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry etc. 3E stands for Environment, Energy and Economy and Tsukuba
city aims to construct an energy-saving and low carbon science society. In
the Tsukuba 3E Forum Declaration of 2007, we set a goal of reducing C02
emissions by 50% per citizen by 2030 and developing and promoting
innovative technologies for the future. In the forum, officials of four local
governments including Tsukuba City, Toyama City, Kitakyushu City, and
lida City, which are included in Japan's environmental model cities
initiative, delivered lectures. The 3E Cafe Project team, and members of the
University of Tsukuba Environmental Diplomatic Leader program (EDL)

On September 27, Dr. Koki MARUYAMA (Principal Researcher for the
Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry) gave the 22nd EDL
Special Lecture on the topic of global warming. He not only taught
about scientific research on global warming and climate change, but
also introduced new renewable energy technologies, such as tidal
energy, as a potential solution for global warming. The lecture was a
great opportunity for all students to rethink energy policy from both a
global and regional perspective.

The 23rd EDL Special Lecture was held on November 15. Ms. Yuri Ito
(Manager of Environment Planning Center, Environmental Strategy
Office, Hitachi, Ltd) gave a presentation on the environmental strategies
of Japanese companies. Since this was the first time the EDL program
invited lecturers from within the business field, EDL students found it

Report 2: The 6th Tsukuba 3E Forum Meeting

protecting bio-diversity and negotiation between various stakeholders.
The last day, we visited Gunkanjima (Hashima island, Nagasaki city) by
ferry and learned about the rise and fall of the coal mining industry in
Japan. Furthermore, by looking at industrial heritage, we learned that
Nagasaki is a historical harbor city with a shipbuilding industry. At the
end of our schedule, we visited the Atomic Bomb museum and Peace
Park in Nagasaki city that conveys the colonial policies of Japan and the
history of World War 2, and felt a passion for peace.

The superb panorama of Isahaya bay

reported on the environmental activities undertaken by them in the past
year. EDL is one of 17 inter-university programs to foster international
environment leaders who will provide leadership especially in Asia and
Africa. The University of Tsukuba opened the first graduate school in
environment studies in Japan and is very proud of its education system.
Today environment is a global issue and therefore we must overcome the
barriers of national borders, ‘science or arts’, or ‘on-site or laboratories’
and need to across boundaries to solve global issues. Sometimes people
can very easily fall into NIMBYism, “Not In My Back Yard” when we get
involved in environmental issues. We should stop considering the
generation of Japanese profits only and should accept that environmental
problems are a global issue. In the near future environmental issues will
be taken up on an international scale such as through the IPCC and
environmental degradation in developing countries, such as Asia or Africa
will be exposed more and more. Considering these circumstances, it is very
important to advance each step asking ourselves whether we, Japan or
Tsukuba city are a good example for them.

Report 3: The 22nd and 23rd EDL Special Lectures

interesting and exciting to learn about new topics, such as Japanese
companies’ negotiation on global warming issues and the Hitachi
group’s environmental strategies and practice.

The 22nd EDL seminar: Dr. Koki Maruyama
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II EDL Cafe and Debate
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Debate: KRB ZESIRUIEF VY BEIESEZRED

EDL Cafe & Debate is organized by students to deepen student exchange
through this activity. The following EDL cafes and debates were held this year:

Apr. 10
May. 25
Jun. 20
Sep. 26
Oct. 31
Nov. 7
Nov. 14

Cafe: Fresh EDL students welcoming party

Debate: How can we have a balance between hunger and obesity?
Debate: Animal have Rights

Cafe: Fresh EDL students welcoming party

Debate: Should local citizens welcome the Eco Town Project in Minamata?
Debate: Should the water gate of the Isahaya Bay salt pan embankment be opened?
Debate: Should the government close down the Chisso company in Minamata?

B6 #tB/ Takuya Shiraishi
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Graduated in March, 2012
Nationality: Japan

FRB: 7 -¥—-Rv(#R) Affiliation:1C Net. Limited,

IVHILIVE Consultant

Message: Since April, | have been working
for IC Net Limited, which is a consultancy
firm mainly contributing to strengthening
the social aspects of assistance to
developing countries. At this firm, | joined
the survey team for the JICA “Preparatory
Survey for Northern Region Rural
Development and Local Governance
Improvement Project” as an Environment

and Social Considerations Specialist. It is a project formulation
survey for a future Yen loan project in Northern Bangladesh. My
work is to examine, through field and literature surveys,
adverse impacts on the environment and society that may be
caused by the infrastructure construction portion of the Project,
and to suggest necessary actions my counterpart in Bangladesh
must undertake to fulfill the requirements of national laws and
JICA policies. Knowledge and experience in scientific and social
aspects of environmental problems are indispensable in the
above work. | learned these issues effectively and efficiently in
the EDL program, which certainly enables me to approach a
problem from different perspectives. | believe your present
dedication in the EDL program will also lead to success in any
type of future work!

Nyamsambuu Khishigsuren

2012%7R1ET Graduated in July, 2012
25 EVIL Nationality: Mongolia

BB EvT)Lineseegy  Affiliation:Institute of
=B - Geoecology, Mongolian
v Academy of Sciences
Message: Participation in the EDL program
in Japan was one of the luckiest and
memorable times in my life. During my
time as an EDL member, | received
excellent lectures provided by invited
professors from different counties in the
world, certainly pushing us towards a high
quality education and future career. The
program provided us with many other
opportunities such as the international

and domestic internships, and EDL debate. Among these, the
EDL debate was the most interesting for me because | could find
many new but sometimes complicated ideas from future leaders
through heated discussion. The internships really opened my
eyes. Two years in the EDL program advanced my life personally
and professionally. I always believed that we are ready to
create our bright future through this program. If you are really
prepared as an environmental diplomatic leader please do not
be silent but be active in environmental problem solving fields
after completing this program. Please have a good relationship
with each other now and in the future. We are able to keep in
touch at an international level and collaborate in solving

environmental issues between our countries. Lastly, two things |
would like to advise EDL members to do are take advantage of
the unique opportunities offered in this program and do your best.
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Forthcoming Events
January
11-12 PCM Workshop (Lecturer: Mr. Masahiro Oseko, PCM Tokyo)
18 EDL Special Lecture (Lecturer: Dr. Arata Kochi, Formar Director of
the Global Malaria Program, WHO)
February
1 EDL Seminar (Lecturer: Dr. Kunihiko Hirabayashi, Representative,
UNICEF Tokyo office)
15 EDL Annual Symposium
March
22 EDL Certificate Confering Ceremony
25 Commencement Ceremony for Graduate School
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