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II The 29 EDL Special Lecture

Population issues are a fundamental subject
related not only to global environmental
problems, but also to human rights, devel-
opment and peacekeeping. The 29t EDL
Special Lecture invited professor Kiyoko
Ilkegami, former director of the Tokyo Office
of UNFPA, to examine world population
issues from various perspectives. Before
her presentation, she showed a short docu-
mentary film on the problem of high death
rate of pregnant women in Chad. She then
organized a student group discussion. Stu-
dents were divided into groups and asked
to give opinions on pregnant women and
water safety problems from United Nations,
policy-maker, and local NGO viewpoints.
Based on these opinions, she suggested
some solutions such as improving primary
education, supporting medical equipment,
and human capacity building. During her
presentation, she first highlighted two pop-
ulation issues; the population explosion in
developing countries and aging population
and low birthrates in developed countries.

Then she explained the relationship between
birth rate and child mortality, and how it
affects people of different economic situa-
tions in different countries. Finally, she
reviewed the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in detail and asked students to
think about Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). After her presentation, students
asked questions not only on population
issues but also on the activities of UNFPA
and the career path of UN staff.

(Associate Prof. of EDL SUN Xiaogang)
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From July 7" to 10%, we participated in a domestic internship. In this academic
year, there were twelve participating students from six countries (Japan 3,
China 3, Vietnam 3, Eritrea 1, Laos 1, and Latvia 1).

On the first day, July 7%, we visited Nagasaki city. We had already studied the
background to World War Il and the atomic bombing by the U.S.A. At the
Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum, many exhibits explained the fear of radiation
from the atomic bomb that led to nuclear power and nuclear experiments by
many countries. In addition, we studied the history of coal mining in
Gunkanjima (Hashima), and the increases and decreases in the coal mining
industry that have supported rapid economic growth in Japan. At Gunkanjima,
we learned about the well-paid yet severe work conditions of workers, and the
lifestyle of inhabitants.

On July 8", we went to Isahaya city to study an outline of a reclamation project
and conflicts between stakeholders. Here, we learned the history of water
control in the Honmyo river at the Megane bridge, and received a geographic
overview of the reclamation project from Shirakimine highland. We then
listened to a lecture regarding the history of the reclamation project, the
adequacy of the project and closed dike, the criteria of farmers regarding
reclaimed land and the farming situation, changes to the ecological system, and
the conflicting perspectives between local governments and fishermen. From
observation sites on the dike road, we were able to recognize differences
between pure water inside the dike and the seawater outside the dike, and
considered possibilities for changing the ecological system. We found a number
of foreign laborers on the large farmlands in this reclaimed land.

We also visited the Takezaki Fishermen Association with NGO
(Non-Governmental Organization) persons who have advocated opening the
dike gate, and heard lectures about the damage to fisheries that arose from the
reclamation project. We found that not all fishermen intended to open the dike
gate; some insisted on keeping the dike gate closed. We therefore learned
about the complex and differing interests amongst stakeholders.

On July 9", we went to Kumamoto and Minamata cities. At Kumamoto
Prefectural Office, the people in charge gave us lectures about world trends
related to the Minamata Convention on Mercury, the involvement of Kumamoto
Prefecture, and the approach of the Kumamoto Prefectural Office to Minamata
disease problems. The staff of Minamata city hall also gave us lectures on topics
including positive approaches and difficulties for town re-development in small
and middle-scale company towns that wish to pursue livability rather than
economic growth and place an emphasis on connections between people. We
also visited RBS Co., Ltd., which was the first company established by the PFI
(Private Finance Initiative) system, and learned about composting technology
for human waste and regional contributions.

On June 29, Dr. Hajime Nishimura, Professor Emeritus of the University of
Tokyo, was invited to present at EDL Special Lecture Il “Meet the Leaders”. He
presented a lecture entitled “The Science of Minamata Disease”. Dr. Nishimura
has made significant contributions to estimating the volume of methyl mercury
discharged by the Chisso Corporation through his research efforts and unique
points of view. He is a specialist in science and technology, and also has an
appreciation for social sciences related to technology. He has continued to
research a wide range of topics.

He provided students with valuable advice for their mental preparation as
scientists and researchers. First is the necessity to consider things from various
viewpoints. Second is the necessity to distinguish between “information”
outside of the brain and “"knowledge” inside the mind. He also taught us the
importance of focusing on “How problems have occurred”, not on “Why
problems have occurred”.

With regard to Minamata disease, Dr. Nishimura gave a lecture on the
estimation of the volume of discharged methyl mercury. It is impossible to
measure the amount of methyl mercury already discharged from factories into

Report 2. The 30 EDL Special Lecture

Report 1. Domestic Internship: Nagasaki, Isahaya, Kumamoto, Minamata

At Soshisha, the Supporting
Center for Minamata Disease (a
foundation), Ms. Nagano
presented impressive lectures and
guided us around many places, for
example a small museum
established from a sufferers’
perspective and a fishing
settlement. We learned that
discrimination did not arise from
Minamata disease, but that it
already existed and was
accelerated by Minamata disease.
On July 10%, we also heard about
sufferers’ experiences at the
Minamata Disease Municipal
Museum. Thus, we were able to
approach the realities of the
situation from the perspectives of
both supporter and sufferer.
At the National Institute for
Minamata Disease, representative
students from the six countries
measured mercury density in their
hair, which is recognized as the
most effective way to estimate
internal mercury density. All
students determined significant
differences in density between
sufferers and unaffected people.
Finally, we visited the Open Research Center for Minamata Studies at
Kumamoto Gakuen University, and had significant opportunities to view and
consult books, DVDs, and documents that are difficult to access except at this
center.
We visited various stakeholders in both Isahaya and Minamata and from this,
we could understand various perspectives. We had opportunities to develop our
understanding not only regarding difficulties around accommodation, but also
requirements for reducing barriers. This domestic internship would be valuable
for students who aspire to be environmental diplomatic leaders.

(Assistant Prof. of EDL Rie MURAKAMI-SUZUKI)
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Minamata Disease Municipal Museum

the sea. Therefore, he hit upon the idea of “reverse estimation”. To begin with,
he measured the amount of methyl mercury accumulated in affected people
and cats. He then took account of horizontal mobility between nekton,
plankton, and benthos species, the vertical habitation and mobility between
surface fish, bottom fish, zooplankton, and phytoplankton, and then the coastal
ecosystem relevant to feeding habits and the food chain. From there, he used
the equations of the physics of diffusion and membrane transport.

Finally, he succeeded in estimating the amount of methyl mercury discharged
from the Chisso Corporation, and thus contributed to clarifying the mechanisms
behind mercury contamination. His
wide-ranging views and flexible ideas }
made this “reverse estimation” }
possible. | i
This lecture included not only research :
topics but also many other messages
and was a highly motivating lecture.
(Assistant Prof. of EDL Rie Murakami-Suzuki)
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II EDL graduates

9 master's program students and 3 doctoral program students were awarded 10 master’s program students and 4 doctoral program students were awarded

"Environmental Diplomatic Leader Certificate” in March 2013. “Environmental Diplomatic Leader Certificate” in July 2013.
Vietnam Bangladesh
1 1
Tunisia Jordan
1 1
Nepal Mongolia
1 2
Indonesia
2

EDL new candidates

11 new members were selected EDL candidates in April 2013.
Vietnam
1

Latvia
1

Laos
1

Eritrea
1

EDLIET 4.

EDL Almuni
Anis CHEKIRBANE, Ph.D. build new competencies and talents which are capable of solving complicated
Assistant Professor environmental problems and providing green solutions required for
Water Researches and Technologies Center environmental sustainability.
Borj Cedria Technopark The different backgrounds and nationalities of the EDL students is also one of
Tunisia the key reasons for the program's success. The EDL debate sessions that we
organized facilitated our interaction, enabled us to share knowledge for
mutual benefit, and enhanced our communication and negotiation skills. We
When | was asked by Professor Tsujimura to were aware of the importance of keeping in touch, both with each other as
think about applying for the EDL program in well as with the University of Tsukuba, since global environmental issues need
early 2010, I quickly noticed that it as an strong networks to enable collaboration and collective problem-solving.
opportunity to develop my knowledge in the | am proud to have graduated from the University of Tsukuba in Japan with
environmental sciences. advanced knowledge of environmental issues, and with competencies which
The EDL curriculum is unique because it covers are actually helping me to take a leadership role in solving some of the
a wide range of environmental issues, and it numerous environmental problems in my country.
strengthened my communication and | want to express my gratitude to the Strategic Funds for the Promotion of
negotiation skills. The program succeeded in Science and Technology, Professors and staff members of the EDL Program
combining fundamental environmental sciences and the University of Tsukuba for giving me the opportunity to become an
with decision-making skills, and this helped me Environmental Diplomatic Leader.
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Forthcoming Events

SEDOFE Forthcoming Events

88 August

26987H BHAAR— v T (5 Z7) 26-Sep.7 International Internship (Kenya)

98 September

1-128 BAAVEZ—2 v T (A RRIT) 1-12  International Internship (Indonesia)

148 REU—4—&ER#2013 14 Joint Congress of Environmental Leader Program 2013
192718 BAA V2= P (TIVRF1ZI7) 19-27 International Internship (France-Tunisia)
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