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II Minamata Unit 2013

The Minamata Unit Program, a joint initiative of
international environmental leader training programs in 5
universities, was held from November 23 to 27, 2013. This
was an on-site training, gathering students from Asia,
Africa, Europe and Japan. This training included a stay in
Minamata City and focused on the intense study of
Minamata disease from various perspectives. Participating
universities were represented by: EDL at the University of
Tsukuba, EAESTP at Kyushu University, GelK at Kumamoto
University, SUW at the University of Kitakyushu, and BWEL
at Gifu University. In total 34 students from 16 countries
and 15 staff and faculty participated. EDL participants
comprised 5 students from Vietnam, Nepal, Latvia and
Japan and two faculty members, Prof. Wakasugi and
Assistant Prof. Murakami-Suzuki.

The theme of this unit was “Why haven’t Minamata
disease problems finished yet?”. In considering this
theme, we spoke with a patient who lost her family due to
Minamata disease, unrelieved sufferers, fetal Minamata
disease patients, doctors, the support association for
sufferers, researchers familiar with the mechanism of
methyl mercury poisoning and an officer of the prefectural
government. Through these site visits and lectures, we
learned the different perceptions and social aspects of the
disease, for example, actual situations of discrimination,
correspondence from government and Chisso and factors
that prevent relief measures, and so on.
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For learning about current and future approaches of

government and private organizations concerning the
environment in Minamata, we participated in many site
visits and lecturer. For example, community based forest
management in depopulated areas, cosmetics produced
from local products, NGO for a bright and delightful
Minamata, and Eco-town and general waste separation
sites.

Every night, students discussed these themes. Each group
of 5-6 students discussed and analyzed the theme using
Project Cycle Management. Within each group, merging

members opinions were difficult and discussions were
held late into the night.
This was a significant experience for all of us.
(Assistant Prof. of EDL Rie MURAKAMI-SUZUKI)
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Report 1: France & Tunisia Internship

EDL undertook an internship to France and Tunisia between 19th and 27th
Sep. 2013. This was the third visit to Tunisia since the first year of the EDL
program in 2010 and in 2011, and the second visit to France since 2011.
One of the major objectives of this internship was to experience two
countries France and Tunisia; one in Europe and another in Africa, former
suzerain and its colony developed and developing country, Catholic and
Muslim. These countries are closely related historically and socially, but at
the same time they have very different cultures, religion, traditions and
economic conditions.

Secondly this internship aimed at studying “Environment and Health”
within this mutual relationship. This theme is an intensive subject of the
EDL education program.

In Paris, we visited UNESCO headquarters, the United Nations organization
playing an important role in environmental issues and world heritage; the
Pasteur Institute headquarters in Paris, an international research institute
working on world public health and global infectious diseases. These visits

On October 2 and 8, Dr. Francois DABIS, Bordeaux School of Public Health
(ISPED) and INSERM U897, Université Bordeaux Segalen, France was
invited speaker for the EDL special lecture, “Meet the Leaders”. He is one
of a number of world-class researchers who have tackled AIDS issues for
more than thirty years. He started a fact finding survey of HIV infection in
Africa and an epidemiological study that was fundamental for prevention
and treatment. His lecture was titled "AIDS as a Global Issue-Past, Present
and Future. Can we end HIV/AIDS? -" and the summary is as follows.

In the 1980s, infection and spread of AIDS began, particularly in African
areas. Since then, blood serum screening and other treatment were
undertaken however; AIDS infection has been spreading rapidly especially
in poor countries, and discrimination against AIDS patients has also spread.
AIDS has not been just a medical issue, but a social issue also. In the
1990s, through efforts by international associations and research groups,
prevention of maternal-to-fetal transmission succeeded, and support for
lower income groups progressed and a lower price vaccine for AIDS was
developed. However due to, inadequate support systems, until now, not all

On December 14, Dr. Mitsuo ICHIKAWA, Director of the Japan Monkey
Center, and Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University was invited speaker for
the EDL special lecture, “Meet the Leaders”. He is a famous cultural
anthropologist who has undertaken field work in central Africa. His lecture
was titled “Conservation of Tropical Rain Forests and Indigenous Peoples in
Africa” and the summary is as follows.

For promoting REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation in Developing Countries) in countries located in tropical and
subtropical regions, the FCPF (Forest Carbon Partnership Facility) which
supports a development system and policy and settles payment along with
the reduction of GHG emissions, is considered one good option. This facility
can provide economic benefits however there are some outcomes that
can’t provide profit to poverty groups. Therefore UNEP facilitated the
utilization of NTFP (Non-timber forest products) to assist with forest
conservation and mitigation of poverty.

In one settlement of indigenous people located in the tropics of central
Africa, people obtain profit from selling hunted meat and forest resources
(timbers and nuts), and they can live without starving. But continuing this

Report 2: The 32th EDL Special Lecture

Report 3: The 34th EDL Special Lecture

helped us to understand
Environment and Health from
global viewpoint. We also
visited the Paris Water
Authority and its museum to
learn about urban water issues
that have become more critical
as a result of urbanization. In
Tunisia, we visited various field
sites such as Ichkeul Ecosystem
(UNESCO world heritage site), High Institute of Fisheries and Aquaculture
in Bizerte, Tabarka Pastoral Institute, Environmental NGO (APPEL),
Jendouba Regional Hospital Jendouba Regional Department of Hygiene
and Environment Protection, and through these visits we learnt about
current Environment and Health issues in Tunisia.

(Prof. of EDL Naomi WAKASUGI)

lower income groups can
receive the AIDS vaccine. Even
in France, which is a most
advanced country in terms of
research and services for AIDS
patients, infection continues to
spread. Both in developed and
developing countries, there are
many people who haven't
recognized their own infection.
In addition there are no ways to prevent infection between people who
have specific habits. Changing people’s thinking and society is very
difficult. Many issues still remain.

(Assistant Prof.of EDL Rie MURAKAMI-SUZUKI)

way for long time will cause a
“Tragedy of the Commons”
with accompanying ecosystem
change and forest degradation.
For preventing this type of
situation, several kinds of
support are provided. One
reconsiders existing land/forest
resource use and facilitates
effective use of NTFP instead of
existing timber resources. For achieving this, visualization of current land
and resources use with GPS and GIS is promoted. Other support includes
developing the productivity of potential NTFP, for example agricultural
productivity in areas surrounding the forest.
As there are many students in the EDL program whose majors are forest
management, discussion and questions concerning forest management
and climate change were very active.

(Assistant Prof. of EDL Rie MURAKAMI-SUZUKI)
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Report 4: EDL Debate

The second EDL Debate was held on November 13th. The topic was "Is CBDR an
effective way to solve global environmental problems?" In order to solve global
environmental problems, all nations and regions should be involved. Therefore,
Common But Differentiated Responsibility (CBDR) has become an important
concept of and basis for international negotiation. At the debate, EDL students
and teaching staff divided into two groups, one supporting the CBDR, the other
opposed. The supporting group indicated the differences of economic
development and technologies among countries. They emphasized that clear
responsibility would help to strengthen international regulation and
cooperation, and motivate all countries to work on better solutions. Meanwhile,
the opposite group criticized the CBDR for slowing down concrete action on
environmental problems. They pointed out that nations and regions had ignored
current severe conditions and focused too much on responsibilities in relation to
historical development processes. They also argued that with the influences of
globalization, all individuals should recognize themselves as Earth Citizens and
share the responsibilities of protecting the Earth’s environment. Through the
EDL Debate, participants not only illustrated the potential and limitations of
CBDR from political, economic, and historical perspectives, but also reached a
consensus on the importance of understanding the dynamics of CBDR.
(Associate Prof. of EDL SUN Xiaogang)
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WANG Shuozhi / F 85

Graduated in March 2012/20124E384 T
Nationality: China/ #[E|
Affiliation: Highchem Company Limited /

I'm working in a trading company called
Highchem where my work focuses on chemistry
and pharmaceutical related business between
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XIANG Nan / #8 #

Graduated in March 2013/20135E3 817
Nationality: China/ R [E

The doctoral program experience at the University
of Tsukuba, particularly participation in the EDL
program facilitated an opportunity for me to do
research at the Chinese Academy of Sciences. |
learned a lot in EDL about environmental research
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Affiliation: University of Chinese Academy of Sciences
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Japan and China. This includes the investigation of some key pharmaceutical
ingredients and intermediates as well as technical support for factories in China
that manufacture for our Japanese clients.

Therefore I'm always moving between China and Japan.

To the new EDL students, first | think you are very lucky to have the chance to join
the EDL program. It's very important to open your mind and communicate with
other people especially those from different cultures. To communicate is one thing,
while to understand is another matter. My experience in EDL helps me a lot in
solving business communication problems in my work now! So, best wishes to
you all, EDL is really a good start to your new life.

and conservation and economic development issues, especially for developing
countries. Now, | am continuing my research in water environment management,
and expanding into air pollution and climate change control issues, which are
really urgent in Northern China. | really benefited a lot from the EDL program,
from the various activities they provided, such as the internship in Japan and
abroad, the EDL debates, and lectures. The EDL courses and internships aim to
cultivate us to be real environmental leaders, not only in acquisition of
professional knowledge and handling real environment problems, but also in
communicating and collaborating. | believe this will become a precious memory
for those lucky enough to be an EDL member. The EDL program certainly
broadened our outlook enriched our practical experiences, and helped us to
become Environmental Diplomatic Leaders!
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Forthcoming Events

January
17 and 24 EDL Special Lecture IV (Lecturer: Prof. Joseph DesJardins, Vice
Provost and Academic Dean of the Department of Philosophy,
College of St. Benedict and St. John's University
30 and 31 Presentation for Master's Thesis
February
13and 14 EDL Final Symposium 2013
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